DIRECT APPOINTMENTS TO INDIA             321
would " promote their own interests by commencing
in England the study of those languages, so. as to
pass an examination there, and prosecuting it during
the voyage, and thereby qualifying themselves to
pass in India the test required of all Writers, pre-
viously to their being reported qualified for the public
service." The order of those passing the examina-
tion each half-year was to be fixed by the examiners,
and the successful candidates were to be ranked
immediately after those who had last passed out of
the East India College.
Mr. William Tayler, whose conduct as Commis-
sioner of Patna during the Sepoy Mutiny has been
the subject of much controversy, has left on record
an account of the manner in which the examinations
for direct appointments were conducted in 1829. He
had been educated at Charterhouse, and had just
kept his first term at Christ Church, Oxford.
"The ceremony took place at the old 'India House/ in
Leadenhall Street. Two examiners, an Oxonian and a
Cantab, were deputed for the occasion; there was a test-
paper distributed, but the examinees were allowed to send
in a list of extra books in which they were willing, for dis-
tinction's sake, to be examined. Having reached a some-
what advanced stage in Greek and Latin, my list of Classics
was alarming, and it was hinted that, to some extent, I was
humbugging the examiners. The consequence was, that I
was subjected to an extra ordeal, to prove the reality of my
professed acquirements. This was, perhaps, fortunate, as
the result, being favorable, helped to save me from a
dilemma. In the test list was a paper in' algebra. Now I
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